
Coach Jim Perrine
November 21, 1934 - August 24, 2024

James Oliver "Coach Jim" Perrine, 89 of Higginsville, Missouri passed away
on Saturday, August 24, 2024, at Meyer Care Center. He was born
Wednesday, November 21, 1934 in the Waterloo bottoms outside Wellington,
Missouri. He was the son of the late Oliver Perrine and the late Marie (Davis)
Perrine. 

 Jim began his life with humble beginnings growing up on a farm in the flood
plains of the Missouri River where they had no electricity, running water, or
indoor plumbing. He attended school in Wellington, MO and graduated from
Wellington High School in 1952. This is where sports were introduced to Jim
and he fell in love with athletics. He attended CMSU in Warrensburg, MO
graduating in 1956. From 1959 to 1963, Jim worked in the summers to pay for
his Master's degree in Secondary Administration. Jim was very proud of his
efforts to be able to graduate college without any school debt due to his
dedication and hard work in the summers to pay for his education. 

 He started his teaching career at Henrietta High School. While in the
Lexington, MO area he met Virginia Pessetto and married her on May 23,
1959. She was the love of his life for the next 65 years. Jim joined the US
Army Reserves in 1957 and served proudly for six years ready to deploy if
and when his country needed him. 

 He continued his teaching and coaching career with Malta Bend High School
and in 1960 took a position to coach and teach in Higginsville. Coach Perrine
was warned when he took the position that the Higginsville basketball team



was so terrible that they hadn't had a winning record in over a decade. In his
second year coaching he brought the basketball team out of the graveyard
and finished with a record of 23-3, winning the MRVC Championship for the
first time in school history. Coach Perrine went on to repeat that accolade
many times, placing at Districts, placing at State, and breaking school records.
Through the 80's Coach Perrine took the position of Middle School Principal
and Athletic Director, retiring from education in 1988. After retirement, he
enjoyed fishing, camping at the Lake of Ozarks, attending church, spending
time with family and being a proud Grandpa. 

 Coach Perrine has had a legendary coaching and teaching career impacting
the hearts and minds of many students, athletes, and colleagues. He was
inducted into the High School Coaches Hall of Fame in 2001. The Lafayette
County High School basketball court was named in his honor, "Jim Perrine
Court" in 2008. In 2013 he was inducted into the Husker Athletic Hall of Fame.
His presence on and off the court will forever be missed and his impact in this
community will forever be remembered. 

 Surviving are his wife, Virginia Perrine of the home; two sons, Mike (Jane)
Perrine of Higginsville, and Mark (Jean) Perrine of Higginsville; five
grandchildren, Aaron (Mary) Perrine, Austin Perrine, Alex Perrine, Abbie
(Brandon) Struchtemeyer, Maggie (Clayton) Hughes; three great-
grandchildren, Waylon, Lennon, and Walker. 

 He was preceded in death by his parents; one daughter, Paula Perrine; infant
twin brothers, Bill and Charles Perrine; sisters, Bonita Perrine and Shirley
Stanley. 

 The family will receive friends from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM on Saturday, August
31, 2024, at Lafayette Co. C-1 High School East Gymnasium. 

 A funeral service will follow at 11:30 AM with Pastor Julie Sanders officiating
accompanied by Rev. Glen and Evelyn Elmore, and Dr. Rich Cole giving the
eulogy. Burial will be in the City Cemetery. Casket Bearers: Clayton Hughes,
Aaron Perrine, Alex Perrine, Austin Perrine, Brandon Struchtemeyer, Bryce
Pessetto. Memorial contributions may be made to the Paula M. Perrine



Memorial Scholarship.



Cemetery Details

City Cemetery

2275-2491 Lipper Ave.
Higginsville, MO 64037

Previous Events

Visitation

AUG 31. 9:30 AM - 11:30 AM (CT)

Lafayette County C-1 High School
807B W. 31st St.
Higginsville, MO 64037
hoeferfuneralhome@gmail.com
http://www.huskersk12.org

East Gym

Funeral Service

AUG 31. 11:30 AM - 12:30 PM (CT)

Lafayette County C-1 High School
807B W. 31st St.
Higginsville, MO 64037
hoeferfuneralhome@gmail.com
http://www.huskersk12.org

East Gym

mailto:hoeferfuneralhome@gmail.com
http://www.huskersk12.org/
mailto:hoeferfuneralhome@gmail.com
http://www.huskersk12.org/
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The GBA Team - August 28, 2024 at 03:26 PM

The GBA Team purchased the Beautiful in Blue
for the family of Coach Jim Perrine.

Bill Wiley, Class of 63 - August 27, 2024 at 03:09 PM

I will always remember Coach Perrine for the many memories on
the basketball court in the three years that I played. In the two years
that I taught and coached freshman basketball I will always
remember Jim as my Friend. 

  
May god bless Virginia and family.

August 26, 2024 at 10:03 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of Coach Jim Perrine.

https://www.stewarthoeferfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewarthoeferfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1407&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewarthoeferfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.stewarthoeferfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Kathy Bedford - August 26, 2024 at 04:23 PM

Coach Perrine was my civics teacher then history teacher. He was
quiet and very respected by us classmates. Over the years I would
run into him and he always remembered me and greeted me with a
smile. I will admit I wasn't crazy about having to draw a map of
Higginsville as a freshman. He was recognized near and far for his
coaching abilities. RIP Coach 

Dusty Huscher - August 26, 2024 at 04:20 PM

Mike and Mark, I am sorry to hear of your father's death. He was an
important figure in many lives.

Valerie Bell - August 26, 2024 at 04:03 PM

My deepest sympathy to the Perrine family. Coach was the best.

Carol Hughes - August 26, 2024 at 01:25 PM

We send our love and prayers to Virginia and
the family. Pat and Carol Hughes
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Marla Tobin, MD - August 26, 2024 at 12:15 PM

Coach Perrine was always a favorite as a basketball coach. A
driver’s ed teacher, or a civics teacher. He and Virginia were always
great church workers and so proud of their family. He will be
missed! 
My thoughts are with all the Perrine family.

mark - August 26, 2024 at 09:44 AM

Mark lit a candle in memory of Coach Jim
Perrine

Alyson Fortney - August 25, 2024 at 09:46 PM

Alyson Fortney lit a candle in memory of
Coach Jim Perrine


