Joe Mintner
February 15, 1946 - June 1, 2024

Joseph Rolin Mintner, Jr. of Higginsville, Missouri passed away on the
afternoon of June 1, 2024. Joe was born on February 15, 1946 to Joseph
Rolin Mintner, Sr. and Eugenia (Dorothy) Mintner in St. Louis, Missouri. Joe
attended Bishop Lillis High School (Kansas City, MO), where he played
football for his father, leading to an opportunity for him to continue his
academic and athletic career at Kansas State University. He graduated from
Kansas State with both bachelor's and master's degrees, and chose his
vocation as a teacher and coach. This formative time in his life gave him the
opportunity to be many things to people throughout his life.

Joe started his career in Weston, Missouri, as a teacher and coach for West
Platte High School. While he was living in Weston, Joe met the love of his life,
Julie. They were married on November 17, 1973, several weeks before Joe’s
West Platte Blue Jays would compete in the Football State Championship at
Arrowhead Stadium. Joe and Julie would spend the early years of their
marriage in Manhattan, Kansas (while he was a graduate assistant coach for
the Kansas State football team) and Belton, Missouri (as a teacher and coach
at Belton High School), before moving to Bonner Springs, Kansas (where he
coached and taught at Bonner Springs High School). Later, Joe would work at
East High School in the Kansas City Missouri School District and at St. Mary’s
High School in Independence as an Administrator. Joe and Julie later moved
to Higginsville, Missouri where he served as the high school principal from the
fall of 1997 to the end of the school year in 2009. Joe loved his work as a



coach, teacher, administrator, and mentor. He tried to make each ‘team’ he
was part of better.

Joe and his wife, Julie were married over 50 years. He loved his wife and they
worked together as a wonderful team throughout their married lives. Joe and
Julie have three children, seven grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.
Joe loved being a Dad to his children and Papa to his grandchildren. He was
invested in his children’s lives, and he was proud to see his grandchildren
grow into the people they are today. Phrases like “you do the right thing
because it is the right thing” and “the most important thing is the most
important thing” were said so frequently and with such conviction that they
became how his family wanted to live their lives.

Because Joe’s life always involved a connection to the schools where Joe
coached, taught, or worked as a school administrator, there are many people
that Joe was proud to call family members - students, teachers, coaches, and
friends that he supported, loved, and cared for throughout their lives. He
dedicated his life to helping other people (especially young people and
teachers) reach their potential. Joe was proud to serve his country in the
Coast Guard Reserves for 26 years, retiring as a Chief Petty Officer in 2005.
He loved his country and the ways he was able to serve it through the Coast
Guard throughout his life. Joe was many things to so many people; he was a
committed husband, loving father, and proud Papa.

He was an educator and mentor. He was a man of God and felt connected to
his Christian faith through the Catholic Church. He was a proud K-State
Wildcat wherever he went, and particularly enjoyed the opportunities he had
to be recognized as a former player through the K-State Athletics Golden Cats
program. His family is filled with grief experiencing his passing, but rests
thankful that his life of service ended up being a wonderful example for so
many beyond just his family.

He was preceded in death by his parents, Joe, Sr. and Dorothy. He is survived
by his wife, Julie of the home; his children, Patrick Mintner (Dana) of Abilene,
Kansas, Annie Doak (Dale) of Lexington, Missouri, and Paul Mintner of



Higginsville, Missouri; his grandchildren and great-grandchildren, Morgan
(Andrew) and Brilynn Doak of Wellington, Missouri, Dylon, Karlee, and Dale
Doak, Jr. of Lexington, Missouri, Bryce Strickland (Bryce) and Silas Ragatz of
Topeka, Kansas, Blayke and Brodyee Mintner of Abilene, Kansas.

A visitation will be held on Monday, June 10, 2024 at Stewart-Hoefer Funeral
Home, 1600 Main St. Higginsville from 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM. A Mass of
Christian Burial will be held on Tuesday, June 11, 2024 at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church, 401 W. Broadway Higginsville. A committal service with military
honors will follow in the Missouri Veterans Cemetery, Higginsville.

In lieu of flowers, suggested memorials can be made to the Kansas State
University Foundation in support of the College of Education (Joseph R.
Mintner, Jr. Memorial Fund) or the University of Kansas Endowment in
Support of Alzheimer’s and Dementia Research.



Cemetery Details

Missouri Veterans Cemetery

20109 Business Highway 13
Higginsville, MO 64037
http://www.mvc.dps.mo.gov

Previous Events
Visitation

JUN 10. 5:00 PM - 7:00 PM (CT)

Stewart-Hoefer Funeral Home, Inc.

1600 Main St.

Higginsville, MO 64037

1-660-584-3400
hoeferfuneralhome@gmail.com
http://www.stewarthoeferfuneralhome.com

Mass of Christian Burial

JUN 11. 10:00 AM - 10:45 AM (CT)

Saint Mary's Catholic Church

401 W. Broadway St.

Higginsville, MO 64037
smhigg@ctcis.net
http://www.stmarysinhigginsville.org
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http://www.stewarthoeferfuneralhome.com/
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Military Honors

JUN 11. 11:00 AM - 11:20 AM (CT)

Missouri Veterans Cemetery
20109 Business Highway 13
Higginsville, MO 64037
http://www.mvc.dps.mo.gov
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Tribute Wall

All fame is fleeting

Money has wings

Popularity is an accident

The only thing that endures is character

CHARACTER WAS JOE MINTNER Jr. 100

Joe always told you what you should hear rather than what you
wanted to hear

He was a loyal friend who would give you the shirt off his back.
However Fred Ford “Snap” would try to charge you for Joe’s shirt!
(Joe will get a laugh at that.) Joe had a great sense of humor!

He was a great teammate who always tried to pick you up when you
were down.

As a head football coach he was always totally prepared and his
teams won and won.

Beyond the victories Joe cared more about his players. He always
wanted them to be the best that they could be as people.
Successful productive citizens with strong family values.

Joe demonstrated those values when he met Julie the love of his
life and they had their family. | spent countless hours listening to Joe
talking about how hot Julie was and how he had to win her over
which he did. | told him how lucky he was and that he married way
over his head!

I will always remember Joe from a quote Winston Churchill:

“l am more afraid of an army of 100 Sheep led by 1 Lion

than an army of 100 Lions led by 1 Sheep”

JOE WAS ALWAYS THAT 1 LION

God bless you Julie and your family

I’'m am so sorry

Joe thank you for being a friend

Fred Turner

FRED TURNER - June 06, 2024 at 12:49 PM



Brandy lit a candle in memory of Joe Mintner ]
I\*
Brandy - June 05, 2024 at 02:30 PM

Paul - we are thinking of you and your family.

Brandy - June 05, 2024 at 02:31 PM

This is Gina Maasen Sproulll class of 65. | remember Joe well. Such
a large presence and contributor in our class Really a wonderful
man and I'm so grateful to have known him | remember him sharing
the class photo at our reunions so sweet please share my sorry for

your loss

Gina Maasen Sproull - June 04, 2024 at 11:10 AM

Sandra Walp Schmollinger lit a candle in "

memory of Joe Mintner
I‘*

Sandra Walp Schmollinger - June 04, 2024 at 08:38 AM

Wonderful teacher and coach. Great man

Sandra Walp Schmollinger - June 04, 2024 at 08:41 AM



Joe was a good honest guy. | graduated from High School with him
and remember that he was an outstanding football player. | never
heard anyone say anything negative about him. God Rest His Soul!

Terence Glynn - June 03, 2024 at 04:51 PM



